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Gurgaon: Supreme Court’s
emphasis on domain experts as
it stayed its November 20 judg-
ment adopting a definition for
Aravalis based on a 100m height
cutoff  has put the spotlight on
the composition of  the Union
environment ministry (MoEF)
technical committee that pro-
posed the definition.

Six of  the committee’s nine
members were bureaucrats – its
chair and MoEF secretary Tan-
may Kumar, the MoEF joint sec-
retary, and the four forest secre-
taries of  Aravali states Delhi, Ha-
ryana, Rajasthan and Gujarat.
The other three were a represen-
tative each from Supreme Court’s
Central Empowered Committee
(CEC), Forest Survey of  India
(FSI) and Geological Survey of
India (GSI).

Ordering the Nov 20 order to
be kept in abeyance, a bench of
Chief  Justice Suryakant and
justices JK Maheshwari and AG
Masih proposed to constitute a
committee of  domain experts
for an “exhaustive, holistic and
scientific” examination of  the
Aravali hills and ranges that
can draft a comprehensive defi-
nition to protect its “structural
and ecological” integrity. 

The bench issued notices to
the Centre and govts of  Delhi,
Haryana, Rajasthan and Guja-
rat, seeking their responses in
four weeks and scheduling the
next hearing for Jan uary 21.

“Until further orders, no
permission shall be granted for
mining, whether it is for new
mining leases or renewal of  old
mining leases, in the Aravali
hills and ranges as defined in
the Forest Survey of  India Re-
port of  Aug 25, 2010, without pri-
or permission for this court,”

the CJI-led bench said.
TOI had reported earlier that

the MoEF affidavit, repeatedly
underlined the heterogeneity of
the Aravali ranges and arrived at
the definition by a process of
elimination without explaining
how the discarded parameters –
among them FSI’s slope index –
weighed up against its final logic
of  proposing a uniform defini-
tion for the Aravalis.

Proposed for the purpose of
mining, the definition recom-
mended recognising only any
landform rising 100m or more
from the lowest enclosing con-
tour as an Aravali hill, with
nearby hills within 500m
clubbed as a range. There was
concern about conservation ef-
forts getting undermined be-
cause the ecologically critical
Aravalis, which act as a natural
barrier between Thar desert
and the northern plains, are pre-

dominantly low-lying. 
Legal experts told TOI the

composition of  the bureaucrat-
dominated panel weakened its
technical credibility and the
court’s order on Monday staying
the Nov 20 judgment meant resto-
ration of  judicial oversight over a
process that had drifted away
from science-based assessment.

Debadityo Sinha, lead for cli-
mate and ecosystems at Vidhi
Centre for Legal Policy, said the
core flaw lay in the “arbitrary”
100m rule. “The relevant ques-
tion was never whether an aver-
age elevation crosses that mark,
but how many individual hills
fall below it and what roles they
play in groundwater recharge,
biodiversity and local ecology.
Committees without independ-
ent ecologists relied on bad sta-
tistics that risk excluding thou-
sands of  low-relief  hills from
protection,” he said, calling for a

careful reconsideration that is
based on science, ecological fac-
tors & constitutional principles.

MD Sinha, who retired as
conservator of  forests in south
Haryana, MD Sihna called the
definition “a case of  technical
evaluation being overshadowed
by administrative control”. “The
environment ministry was seen
as behaving more like a mining
ministry, while administrative
secretaries were taking technical
calls that should have rested with
experts with domain knowledge,
which Supreme Court on Mon-
day pointed out,” he added.

Retired Haryana forest con-
servator RP Balwan, whose pet-
ition against the 100m definition
was admitted by Supreme
Court, said any marker that is
based on vertical limits in the
highly inconsistent Aravali eco-
system “is bound to destroy the
entire system beyond repair”.
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New Delhi: “Boy or girl?” — is
often the first question asked
after a baby is born. But doc-
tors at AIIMS Delhi have war-
ned that for some newborns,
answering too quickly can al-
ter the course of  an entire life.
They caution that differences
of  sex development (DSD) —
medical conditions in which a

baby is born with sex organs or
hormones that do not follow
the typical male or female pat-
tern — are frequently misun-
derstood and confused with
identity issues, leading to hur-
ried decisions with lifelong
consequences.

For most families, the label
is assigned within seconds. Ac-
cording to specialists, for a
small yet significant number of
newborns, haste can perma-
nently affect health, well-being
and future care. Doctors stress
that DSD is about biological de-
velopment, not identity, and
must not be conflated with
transgender health.

Underlining that these
conditions are more common
than widely believed, Dr Van-
dana Jain, professor of  paedi-

atric endocri-
nology at AI-
IMS, said the
institute sees
about 150 new
DSD cases
every year,
though the
true num-
bers are lik-
ely higher
due to stigma
and under-re-
porting. Glo-
bally, the esti-
mated inci-
dence is abo-
ut one in
4,000 to 5,000
live births.

She added that DSD is not al-
ways detected at birth and may
surface later, especially at pu-
berty, when physical develop-
ment is delayed or atypical.

In some cases, DSD can be
life-threatening. Conditions
such as congenital adrenal hy-
perplasia can cause severe salt
imbalance, shock and even de-
ath in newborns if  not diagno-
sed promptly. According to doc-
tors, these are treatable medi-
cal conditions and, with early
diagnosis and hormone thera-
py, many children grow up he-
althy and lead normal lives. So-
me DSD conditions are also lin-
ked to an increased risk of  ma-
lignancy, making long-term
medical follow-up essential.

Highlighting the cost of  get-

ting decisions wrong, doctors
say under pressure from stigma
or social expectations, some
children undergo interventions
before their biology is fully un-
derstood, while others miss con-
tinued monitoring and develop
serious complications later.

“Sex development un-
folds across multiple layers
— genes, chromosomes, in-
ternal organs, external ana-
tomy and later psychological
development,” Dr Jain said,
noting that no single test can
capture the full picture.

At AIIMS, children with
DSD are evaluated by a mul-
tidisciplinary team of  paedi-
atricians, endocrinologists,
surgeons, geneticists and
mental-health professio-

nals. Decisions are taken gra-
dually, with parents counsel-
led at every stage. Mental he-
alth specialists warn that fa-
milies often experience fear,
guilt and panic after birth. Dr
Rajesh Sagar, professor of
psychiatry at AIIMS, said that
without counselling, some pa-
rents discontinue care or
emotionally withdraw from
the child, deepening distress
and harming outcomes.

Doctors also called for flex-
ibility in birth records and
school documentation so fa-
milies are not forced into pre-
mature decisions. Their mes-
sage was clear: when a baby’s
sex is unclear, haste may satis-
fy society, but patience pro-
tects the child.

Differences Of Sex Development Frequently Misunderstood

Between Labels: Why Docs
Say ‘Don’t Rush Baby’s Sex’

AIIMS SEES 150 NEW CASES EVERY YEAR
What Is DSD 

 Differences of Sex Development 
(DSD) are medical conditions

 Involve chromosomes, 
hormones or reproductive organs

 Not related to gender identity 
or transgender health

How Common Is It 
 Estimated incidence: 1 in 

4,000–5,000 live births

 Approx 150 new DSD cases 
every year at AIIMS New Delhi

 Specialists say cases are often 
under-reported due to stigma

Why Doctors Urge 
Caution

  Sex development happens 
in multiple stages

 Genes

 Chromosomes

 Internal organs

 External anatomy

  Psychological development

  No single test or scan can 
decide sex at birth

When DSD Can Be Dangerous
  Some DSD conditions are life-
threatening

  Example: Congenital adrenal 
hyperplasia

 Causes severe salt imbalance

  Can lead to shock or death if 
untreated

  Some conditions are also linked to 
an increased risk of malignancy

  Early diagnosis and  hormone 
therapy can save lives

Risks Of Rushed 
Decisions

  Surgery before 
full evaluation 
can cause:

  Lifelong health 
complications

  Missed cancer 
surveillance

  Psychological 
distress
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The institute sees about 150 new DSD cases every year, 
though the true numbers are likely higher due to stigma 

and under-reporting. Globally, the estimated incidence is about 
one in 4,000 to 5,000 live births

—DR VANDANA JAIN | PROFESSOR OF PAEDIATRIC ENDOCRINOLOGY AT AIIMS
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In some cases, DSD can
be life-threatening.
Conditions such as
congenital adrenal
hyperplasia can cause
severe salt imbalance,
shock and even death in
newborns if not
diagnosed promptly

Lack of domain experts in panel
behind Aravali definition fiasco?

New Delhi: A Delhi court has
directed a man to pay Rs 5 lakh
per month as interim mainte-
nance to his wife, observing
that “sustenance does not me-
an leading the life of  an ani-
mal or being reduced to an un-
person.” Emphasising that
“maintenance goes beyond ba-
re subsistence”, the court said
it must ensure that a wife is ab-
le to live with dignity, in kee-
ping with the status and social
standing she enjoyed in her
husband’s home. 

Dismissing the husband’s
objections, including his claim
of  residing in Dubai, the court
held that an “able-bodied hus-
band” cannot evade his statuto-
ry obligation to maintain his wi-
fe or allow her to be pushed into
financial distress.

The observations were ma-
de by family court judge De-
vender Kumar Garg while de-
ciding an application for inte-
rim maintenance under Sec-
tion 144 of  the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS). 

The husband’s counsel ar-
gued that the application was
not maintainable under the
statute and claimed the wife
was educated, professionally
qualified and capable of  ear-
ning. It was further alleged
that she had concealed details
of  her education and income,
that the marriage had lasted
only 13 months, and that she
had voluntarily withdrawn
from the matrimonial home
without sufficient cause. The
defence also contended that
the demand of  Rs 8 lakh per
month was excessive and un-
supported by particulars of
expenditure, especially since

the couple had no children.
Rejecting these submis-

sions, the wife’s counsel ar-
gued that being capable of
employment and being actu-
ally employed were “distinct
concepts.” It was submitted
that although she was emplo-
yed prior to marriage, she
was presently unable to ma-
intain herself  and was de-
pendent on her family for dai-
ly expenses after leaving the
matrimonial home due to al-
leged cruelty. Stressing the
principle of  dignified living,
it was argued that the hus-
band, a man of  substantial
means, was legally bound to
maintain the same standard
of  living for his wife as she
enjoyed before separation. 

The court noted that alt-
hough the husband claimed a
monthly income of  AED
40,000, he failed to provide
bank statements and VAT re-
turns despite repeated direc-
tions, forcing the court to
draw an adverse inference
and estimate his income. 

It also dismissed his
objection that living in Du-
bai, “where the cost of  living
is higher,” exempted him
from maintenance. 

Considering his earning
capacity, lifestyle and lack of
other dependants, the court
ruled that Rs 5 lakh per
month was a reasonable inte-
rim maintenance.

‘Wife entitled to live with
dignity’: Court grants
`̀5-lakh maintenance

COURT SAYS

Sustenance does not
mean leading the life
of an animal or being
reduced to an
unperson
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New Delhi: Delhi Police has
busted an interstate cy-
ber fraud network and ar-
rested four accused in se-
parate cases related to
online investment fraud
and a digital arrest scam.

In the first case, a resident
of  Laxmi Nagar in east Delhi

was duped of  Rs 31.45 lakh
through a fake in-
vestment scheme
operated via a social
media group. The
complainant was al-
legedly persuaded to

install a trading app and
transfer money to six diffe-

rent bank accounts on the
promise of  high returns. So-
on after the transfers were
made, the group disappeared
and the application stopped
functioning.

Police said the stolen
funds were routed through
multiple mule accounts. TNN

Interstate cyber fraud network busted, four men arrested

New Delhi: A day after
stepping down as the finan-
ce head of  a pharmaceutical
manufacturing company
due to Delhi’s deteriorating
air quality, the executive sa-
id he would move back to
Mumbai. Adjusting to Del-
hi’s environment after spen-
ding two decades in Mum-
bai proved overwhelming,
he pointed out. 

“I’m from Mumbai and
moved to Delhi in July. I li-
ved in Mumbai for 20 years,
but the daily climate here
was something I couldn’t
manage. I just couldn’t
handle it,” said Rajkumar
Bafna, who has resigned
from Akums Drugs.

He added, “My wife and I
came to Delhi together, but
choosing to return to Mum-
bai is a personal decision.
Pollution is a general pro-
blem for everyone, there’s
nothing specific against
anyone. I felt it was a perso-
nal call, so I decided to leave.
I have already moved out of
the city and am at my native
place in Rajasthan.”

Senior company offici-
als said Bafna was frequent-
ly seen coughing and that
prolonged exposure to poor
air quality appeared to have
visibly affected his health
and overall wellbeing. “For
people who aren’t born he-
re, coping with the pollution
can become extremely diffi-
cult,” said a senior official.

An internal email acces-
sed from Akums Drugs re-
vealed that Bafna resigned
from his position with effect
from Dec 31. In the email
sent to a senior official on
Dec 3, Bafna wrote, “I would
like to inform you that due
to Delhi pollution level, I am
resigning from my position
as president finance. Kindly
relieve me asap.” TNN

‘Could not
handle Delhi’s
polluted air’ 
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